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his enthusiasm for the pen and ink drawings of Miss
Alexander's " Roadside Songs of Tuscany," and concluded
a glowing account of the lecture by saying : " All Professor
Ruskin's friends must bs glad to see how well his Oxford
work has agreed with him. He has gifts of insight and
power of reaching the best feelings and highest hopes of
our too indifferent generation which are very rare. Agree
or disagree with some of his doctrines as we may, he con-
strains the least hopeful of his listeners to remember that
man is not yet bereft of that' breath of life ' which enables
him to live in spiritual places that are not yet altogether
depopulated by the menacing army of physical discoverers."
With much encouragement in his work, he returned to
Brantwood for the summer, and resolved upon another
visit to Savoy for more geology, and another breath of
health-giving Alpine air. But he found time only for
a short tour in Scotland before returning to Oxford to
complete the series of lectures on Recent English Art.
During this term he was prevailed upon to allow himself
to be nominated as a candidate for the Rectorship of the
University of Glasgow. He had been asked to stand in
the Conservative interest in 1880, and he had been worried
into a rather rough reply to the Liberal party, when after
some correspondence they asked him whether he sym-
pathised with Lord Beaconsfield or Mr. Gladstone. " What,
in the devil's name," he exclaimed, " have you to do with
either Mr. D'Israeli or Mr. Gladstone ? You are students
at the University, and have no more business with
politics than you have with rat-catching. Had you ever
read ten words of mine with understanding, you would
have known that I care no more either for Mr. D'Israeli
or Mr. Gladstone than for two old bagpipes with the He is on an Etrurian Tomb. By Francesca."             28 famous as a painter of still life
